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NEW. ACT: 


An Ir ferior Paras 8 


Arbitrary Power. 


Lately made within the Iſle of Man, in the Center | 
of the Britiſh Dominions, to impriſon all W- 
men under Covert Baron N atives of that Ile 
only excepted) for Debts contracted fingly by A 
their Huſbands. 1 

Exemplified in 


The Caſe of an Engliſh Gentlewoman, already Fifteen 
Months a Priſoner, under Two Decrees of Court 
againſt her as a Wife. 


Together / wich 
The 2 Proceedin n, as ſhe neither con- 
tracted a Pen of the Debt, or has a Peny to pay, os OF Was 
ever in that c Hand, till after the Whole was 
e Huſband. 
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Meriting hight the dus and effetual Conſideration of 
Superior Foes. | 2 
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To the Right Honourable 
Philip Lord Hardwicke, 
Lord High Chancellor 


OF 
GREAT BRITAIN 


My LoR p, 


o UR Lordſhip's profound Judg- 
ment, and exquiſite Learning in 
the Law, together with an Up- 

rightneſs of Heart adequate to it, 
from whence flow thoſe ardent De- 
fires, ſo diſtinguiſhable in your Lord- 
ſl ip, to diſtribute Juſtice equally, to the Poor 
as well as to the Rich, hath induced his Majeſty 
(ever watchful in protecting the Rights, Liberties, 
and Privileges of all his Subjects) to place you in 
that high and moſt honourable Station, thus ſo 
B | ſtu- 
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[>] 
ſtupendiouſly filled by your Lordſhip in all its 
| SHED and 6-4, — Tn theſe juſt 
Conſiderations, my Lord, together with your be- 
ing conſtituted one of the Lords of the Regen- 
during the King's Abſence; I humbly hope, 
the following Pages will therefore come moſt 
properly addreſſed to your Lordſhip, Guardian of 
thoſe Statutes on which our Liberties are founded, 
more eſpecially at this Juncture, as an humble 
Petition has been lately delivered into his Maje- 
ſty's own Hand, in behalf of this Gentlewoman, 
already ſo long under Oppreſſion; 1 ſay, Oppreſ- 
ſion, my Lord, as I humbly apprehend it will moſt 
evidently appear, that the aforeſaid Law, men- 
tioned in the Title-Page, deprives his Majeſty's 
Britiſh Subjects of their antient and confirmed 
Privileges and Protection. 

When your Lordſhip ſeriouſly reflects on the 
wretched Condition of this unfortunate Gentlewo- 
man, [Wife to Mr. James Juſtinian Hingſton, ] That 

ſhe has been already impriſon'd in the Iſle of Man, 
ſince the ſecond Day of February laſt was twelve 

Months, in extreme Want, deſtitute of any one 

Friend or Acquaintance there, and ſupply'd with 
the indiſpenſible Neceſſaries of Life by reſident 
Strangers in the ſaid Iſle, moved thereto by Charity 
and Compaſſion only, withouta Penny in the World 
at her Command, even to buy a Morſel of Bread, 
much leſs to pay her Huſband's extravagant Debts, 
in which ſhe was no-way concerned ; when theſe 
cruel Enormities, I ſay, are taken into due Conſider- 
ation, and likewiſe that all the original Title- 
Deeds of her ſaid Huſband's Eſtate are depoſited in 
the: ſame Creditors Hands, as a Pledge for their 


Demands, 


Wimme 


. 

Demands, together with eyery other Circun 
ſtance firmly in her Favour, without any Cri 
| whatſoever, or even the Appearance of it agai 
ber, Save only that of being a Wife; it is boped, 
| my Lord, this Innovation will be. judged ſuch 
an Infringement on the Britiſs Conſtitution, as 
1 cannot be paſſed over unnoticed and unredreſſed, 
| conſiſtent with the antient Liberties of the Subject. 
That every one ought to be paid what is juſtly 
due, no one will diſpute; but then the Contra&- 
er of Debts, and his Security lodged for Payment, 
is what ought to be abided by, and not lay hold 

off, and impriſon, an innocent, helpleſs, ſuffering 
Wife, from the Beginning, contrary, I preſume, to 
the Law of God, and repugnant alſo tothe Law of 
Nations. This Conduct ſeems directly in Oppo- 
ſition to the Magna Charta of England, £64 
| bliſhed long before the Grant of the ſaid Iſland by 
the Crown: It ſeems to break through the Sa- 
vings and Reſervations contained in an Act of 

Settlement of that Iſle, made in the Reign of King 

Jon the Firſt : But, ſuppoſing, my Lord, they 

d full Power to make ſuch a Law (tho'I know 

not from whence it could derive on this fide Con 
tantinople), I ſhall take upon me to prove clearly 

from their own Records, that no ſuch Statute was 

ever enacted by them: And therefore, when this 

matchleſs Impriſonment comes to Light, and the 

Authority for it is maturely examined into, I will 

venture to ſay, when the Storm ariſeth, it will 

prove itſelf in every Shape and Senſe to. have been 

upon a ſandy Foundation. 4:1, 697% LS 

I muſt beg leave to recommendtoyourLordſhip's 


Attention, that every poſſible Step for this Feme 
B 2 " +. +. an 
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Priſoner's Juſtification and Defence has been already 
taken, both in the Iſle of Mar, and with the Lord 


thereof, but in vain, and without the leaſt Redreſs, 
as will hereafter more fully appear : And as the 
Government in that Iſland are very ſenſible of it, 
and will hereby perceive, that the whole Proceed- 
ings are made public, by way of Remonſtrance, 
to the Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain; 
ſhould it ſtill be diſregarded, and paſſed over un- 
examined and unredrefs'd, to give it the mildeſt 
Term, what inſupportable Severities may not the 
fame Authority afterward impoſe upon any of 
his Majeſty's other Subjects, whoſe ill Fortune 
may force their Retirement to that Iſland ! 
This Publication, my Lord, is not only intended 
to extricate the preſent Priſoner out of what I am 
rſuaded is an Oppreſſion, but likewiſe to prevent, 
Er che future, any more of his Majeſty's and their 
fellow Subjects (who at preſent reſide amongſt 
| them, or who, for Generations to come, will be 
conſtrained to follow), from falling into the ſame 
or any ſuch oppreſſive Snare, which, through an 
uncontroled Subverſion or Corruption of Laws, 
may, nay, will, come to paſs, if not thus at this 
time prevented, and of which I ſhall by-and-by 
| give another Specimen and Forerunner: I fay, This 
time, my Lord, becauſe, amidſt the Unfortunate, 
whole Centuries may paſs away, before one, who 
finds or thinks himſelf aggriev'd, will be able to 
prevent his unredreſs'd Grievance from lying 
Furied in Oblivion. 
And here, my Lord, it is with Compaſſion and 
| Tenderneſs to be conſidered, that ſcarce one ſteers 
| his Courſe to that Iſland, who is not firſt reduc'd 


— 
— 
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in Fortune, not able to keep his Doors open in 


whereon to ſubſiſt. Who of this Claſs, my Looks 


15 1 


Great Britain or Ireland: And tho I conceive it to 
be next to an Impoſſibility, for ſuch as have al» 
ways abounded in . Riches, Honours, and great 
— to have a truly juſt Idea of the bitten 
Difficulties, Sorrows, and —— of Mind and 
Heart, which ever attend thoſe who fall under 
Fortune; yet, nevertheleſs, the Good, whoſe 
Hearts are ſenſibly touch'd therewith, will, ] am 
convinced, readily agree with your Lordſhip, that 
it is mournful enough to be ſunk into Poverty 
(the untimely, tho mortal Wound of all Friends 
ſhip), baniſhed their native Country, and all Ac- 
quaintance, and drove in Diſtreſs to a remote Place 
among Strangers, without being hamper d there, 
and deny'd the ſame Benefit of Law as even the 
meaneſt, among the leaſt, of their fellow SubjeRs. 

I am not to be underſtood, as if all Men who 
retire to ſaid Ifland, are quite empty-handed ; for 
the Caſe is otherwiſe :. Neverthelets the Maj . 
of thoſe who do, have but ſmall De 


is ſo unhappy, as not to keep clear of Controyers 


ſies and Law (which is very difficult todo), hows 


ever he is hardſhip'd or aggrieved, in his own. or 
his Lawyer's Judgment, has no other Redreſs but 
to labour and groan under it; becauſe all his 


worldly Subſtance is inſufficient to forward an Ap- 


|: And to attempt a Procedure in For ma Pau- 


peris, is found to be falſe Latin, as well i in that 


Court, as with the Lord of the Ile. + 4 p 
And, as to a Petition to King and Council, I 


humbly apprehend it will not be liſten d to or 


regarded, but rom the Lord ot the Iſland's Deter- 


mination ; ; 
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3 5 
mination ; and the Lord of the Iſle will take no 
notice, or concern himſelf about it, but upon an 
Appeal from the Decree of his Court; and an 
Appeal from his Lordſhip's Court cannot be ob- 
tained, without Security lodged for the whole Sum 
in Diſpute, as alſo an additional Sum of Thirty 
Pounds, depoſited, to proſecute ſaid Appeal, be- 
ſide the heavy Expence of going to London, fee- 
ing Lawyers there, Delays, Cc. And here, my 
Lord, lies the laſt Difficulty upon the Poor and 
d, and is the lamentable Caſe of the pre- 
fent unhappy Priſoner ; for ſhe can no more make 
fuch a Depoſit, or procure the other Security, 
than I can pay off the National Debt: Therefore, 
unleſs ſhe is otherwiſe relieved, the helpleſs Crea- 
| ture muſt innocently periſh in Priſon, contrary to 
the known Laws and Cuſtom of the whole Chri- 
ſtian World, as well as without a regular Bye- Law 
even to give Countenance to this unjuſt, as well 
as unnatural Impriſonment. e 
1 ſhall now, as already propoſed, beg leave to 
lay before your Lordſhip a further Specimen of 
| their Laws and Conduct thereon: But, as an Affair 
of this Nature (to avoid injurious Miſrepreſenta- 
tions on the one hand, and the better to anſwer 
the Intent on the other) requires to be ſet forth 
in its full, true, and clear Light, I therefore hope 
your Lordſhip will excuſe my being fo very par- 
ticular in it; for tho', in itſelf, this peculiar Caſe 
| may de trifling, yet the Tendency and Conſe- 
quence of their Proceedings thereon, is become 
a matter of ſuch Importance to his Majeſty's other 


Subjects, as ought to be inquir'd into, and effec- 
tually redreſſed. | «I 
pt” A 
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A Gentleman, whoſe Name I decline 
uſe of, leſt it may be diſagreeable-to him, hof 
ill Fortune in a fair and extenſive Foreign Trade 
forced him to that Retirement fince he Din 
of this War; and when his Rank and 
the World appears, together with his Be 
during his Refidence in that Iſle, and the abo- 
minable ill Treatment he there received in being 
rewarded Evil for Good, by an inconſiderable 
Fellow, and that in their gal Way of Proceeds 
ing ; unable afterwards to obtain the leaſt ; 
and abſolutely denied the ſame Benefit of Law 
(tho' ſo unjuſtly injured) as the Offender at firſt 
had againſt him; becauſe, by a late Statute, he 
the ſaid Offender, and all the reſt of thoſe mighty 
Men, are ſcreen'd and protected therefrom, as be- 
ing Natives of that important Mon—r—hyy 
when this, I ſay, is made evident, I cannot help 
looking upon it as a very ſtrange and ſurpriſing 
Circumſtance : For, my Lord, I will be bold to 
affirm, that his Majeſty King George (God protect 
him, and continue a ſtrong leading Shoot from 
his Royal Houſe, as a rich Bleſſing to theſe Do- 
minions, till Time ſhall be no more l), I ſay, that 
neither his Majeſty, with all his Royal Authority, 
nor any one Court in England, could exerciſe the 
ſame Power over them; becauſe they, as Liege 
Subjects to the Crown of England, are intitled to 
the full Benefit of all the general Acts of Parlia- 
ment of this Kingdom, whenever they take up 
their Abode in it. Therefore for a Native of Eng. 
land, from whence they themſelves receiv'd «the 
Power of making any Laws at all, to be denied 
the Benefit of their general Acts, ſeems to be ſome· 
at 


[8] 
what very extraordinary 


„ as inconſiſtent as it is 
unnatural; more eſpecially, as that Ifle, for High 
Treaſon, was twice forfeited, and annexed to the 
Crown of England, about two hundred Vears af- 
ter the Eſtabliſhment of Magna Cbarta; ſince 
hen, I conjecture, every King, at his Coronation, 
did in the moſt ſolemn manner, as the very Teſt 
of his being ſo crowned, bind himſelf to ſupport 
and defend the Religion, Liberties, and Properties 
of the Subject, as then by Law eſtabliſhed. If fo, 
how any Prince could afterward transfer a Pow- 
er to another Perſon, the which he was not in- 

/ veſted with himſelf, is what I do not underſtand 
(Was not King James the Second dethron'd for 
Non-obſervance of that ſame Oath?). Nevertheleſs, 
that ſuch a Power is exerciſed in the Iſle of Man 
over Britons, which cannot be done in Britain it- 
ſelf, is manifeſt from that Law, which includes 
and protects none but themſelves. And, ſhould it 

be here objected, that Engliſb born Subjects reſi- 
dent there are deem'd Natives, intitled alſo to 
native Privileges, and therefore included in that 
Law); ſurely the Reverſe isglaringly evident by the 
preſent amazing Decrees of Court, and ſlaviſn Im- 
riſonment of an Eng/i/þ Wife (for Huſband's 

Debts, in which ſhe had no Hand, nor yet Power 
to pay), contrary to the antient and eſtabliſh'd Law 

and Conſtitution of England, or any Power that 
could be delegated to them for Centuries before 
the free Gift of ſaid Iſle made by the Crown to 

a Subject. And, what is yet more aſtoniſhing, this 

baſe Impriſonment is even contrary to the Law 

and Cuſtom of their own Iſland, in regard to 

Monks Wives, no Precedent of the kind, or Sta- 

a | tute 
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Statute for it, being ever yet known amongſt them 
And thus by theſe different Proceedings they are 
hardy enough, not only without Law to deprive 
the Natives of England of their antient Liberty, 
(in Violation of our general Acts of Parliament 
which extend to them, as well as of their own 
Acts for themſelves) but likewiſe preſumptuouſly 
take upon them, to make Laws to govern thoſe 
in particular, from whom they firſt receiv d the 
Power of making Laws to govern themſelves; 
and therefore from what ſolid Foundation ſuch 
exerciſed Authority can ſpring, is a Paradox fit 
onl res your Lordſhip's ſuperlative Wiſdom tod 
unfold. "Y eo Nas 
It ſhall be my particular Care, my Lord, not to 
inſert any thing wittingly or willingly, through- 
out the Whole, but what may be depended upon, 
as inconteſtable Matters of Fact, and what, accord- 
ing to my 25 Information, will be proved to 
a tittle, and more to the ſame Effect, if Occa- 
ſion requires. e 
And, relative now in particular to this injur d 
Gentleman, in order to remove all Doubts of his 
being an Aggreſſor, I think it proper and neceſ- 
ſary, for this and other enſuing Reaſons, to ſet 
forth his Conduct during his Abode there; and 
ſhall reſt it intirely upon the Lord Biſhop of that 
Iſle's Letter and Certificate to him, all written with 
his Lordſhip's own Hand, the which with Piffi- 
culty I have prevailed to have here inſerted, and 
runs in the Words following ©. 
lf TY „ * 
*I Send you the Incloſed, with my hearty Wiſh, 
* es for your 8 where-ever you go q 
| ec an 


CS 


20 
tand that you may ever . the ſame good 
« Name and Character, you have juli de- 
«4. ſerved while with us: And may the Bleſſing of 
2 16000 e with you!“ 
: '+,, .- + Sign'd, Tho. Soder and Man. 


25 the Contents of faid incloſed Certificate i is What 
e 4 


- «Mr. I. B. 

HE Bearer hereof, having reed in my 
A, « Dioceſe for about three Years ſt, and 
mn having by a prudent Behaviour gain the Re- 
« ſpect fall that know him, as well as of my ſelf, 
« and now intending to go for England, I am 
'«: oblig'd, in Juſtice and Friendſhip, to teſtify 
te that he leaves this Place with the Character of 
= a Worthy, Sober, and Honeſt Man, one who 
ie has conſtantly attended the publick Service of 
<<; God, and liv'd without Offence. with. all his 
Nei hbours. Given under my Hand and Seal 
'& the Day and Year above-written.” . 


Seal' d, and Sign'd, Tho, Seder and Man. 


This I. B. has likewiſe another Certificate full 
as long, and to the ſame Purpoſe, wrote by his 
5 the Governor, and ſealed with his own 
Seal: But to inſert the Particulars of this alſo, 
would be a needleſs Repetition of the fame laud- 
able Character. 
This Gentleman is of an obliging Diſpoſition, 
| benevolent, and ready to ſerve, or hew a Civili- 
ty, as often as it falls in his way: And yet never- 
theleſs he has been, in a different Shape, moſt bar- 
barouſly treated by another Native of that Iſle: 
However, my Lord, as the Circumſtances of "a | 
infer- 


3 . 
infernal Injury and Ingratitudeare'yarious, a De- 


tail of it would be tedious; and therefore thalli 
content myſelf in delivering the Eſſenee metas: 
horically in few Words, being a juſt and true 
Re reſentation of the Caſe, as exactly,” as it is 
poſſible for any Circumſtances in Lie to be 
which in the Event concludes in Dean 
Suppoſe a defenceleſs Perſon was beſet by 
Pack of Ruffians, with full Intent to a & 
him on the Spot, the Aſſault already begun; 
at this critical Moment appears an armed Friend? 
the only one able to prevent his Deſtruchion 
who inſtantly attacks the Villains; wih extrem 
Difficulty diſperſes them; ving thus the 
other's Life, at the imminent Harvard and Dans 
ger of his own : This ended, his Safety ſecured; 
and future Benefits uneertain, the Whole is inſtat- 
Iy diſregarded and forgotten; not even Thanks 
the Shadow of a Requital; returned Aud a8 to 
farther Marks of Gratitude for prior Servides; 
that timely Succour, and ſignal Deliverance, at 
was, ſuddenly to have his Throat cut from Ear 
to Ear, by the ſame reſcued Perſons N Hand; 
and that too, on a Proſpect of Advantage, which 
at the fame time was perfectly trifling; "and: yet 
no Man of his fort could pofſibly behave better 
for the Space of three Years, than this fame A 
Man did to B. While he continued his Rene, 
factor, but this drawing nigh to a Period, hy the 
others intended Departure, it ſeems the Caſe then 


was greatly alter d, and he thought e 
1 OW N 


injurious and deceitful to put in Practice 292 

him. Of this Mal-treatment, for Want of k 

er to arreſt a Native, and a Law to recover Dam. 
| C 2 ges 
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5 will appear in the other Caſe), a ſmall 
IT of it + vg could properly come before 
the Court: And this Gentleman declares, the 
1 ee did him ſtrict Juſtice. 

the other Grievance, my Lord, in 
which I — mk be more particular, as their Law, 
in reference to it, requires to be ſcrutiniz d; it 
ſtands thus: B. having from time to time, em- 
ployed Filkam — a Taylor, in his Oęcupa- 
tion, who, at firſt, behav'd civil and obliging, 
and became fo far acquainted, as to expect any 
ſmall Favour occurring; by this time, another 
Perſon become indebted to ſaid Kewley what to 
him was a conſiderable Sum, and which he could 
not recover, tho' very much wanted. Soon af- 
terward, by Accident, B. got ſome of this Debt- 
or's Money into his own Hands; and, remem- 
bring Kewwley's Want, did, by pe rſuaſive Argu- 
ments, obtain Conſent to ſtop a ＋— for him; 
and accordingly, the next Day, B. ſent for Kenwley, 
paid him near a third Part of his Debt, which 
rejoic'd him exceedingly, expreſſing himſelf in 
the maſt grateful Terms imaginable, with the 
Addition of ſundry Encomiums, ſuch as Honour, 
Honeſty, Goodneſs, &c. Upon which. B. aſked 
him, whether he had not the Debtor's promiſſo- 
Ty: Note, that he may endorſe the Payment on 


it. He reply d, Ves; and that he deſired nothing 
but what was * and honeſt. Accordingly B, 
wrote on the Back of ſaid Note; viz. 


Nes, v'd of Mr. Hingſton, by the Hands of 1. q 
much, being in part Payment of the with- 


in 5 te. As witneſs my Hand, &c. — 


 Kewky 


5 | [435] 
| Keoley then ſigned it, left bisBlefling, and alters 
ward upon many Occaſions did repeat to his 
thankful Acknowledgments for the Favour 
pe him... „ „ Eoohln - 2 
n yet, my Lord, after theſe gobd Offices, 1 
that ſame Næuiey, at the Expiration of eleven 
Weeks, ſuppoling his Debt was become more 
deſperate, he by the Inſtigation of the Deal, 
the Advice of his Attorney, or from the Dictates 
his own. corrupt Heart, did take out an Action 
againſt B. his Benefactor, for the whole Con» 
tents. of that Caſh Note; had him arreſted, and 
deliver d into the Cuſtody. of a Soldier, in ore 
der to be tranſmitted to Jail, quite acroſs the 
Iſle, to Ca/tletown the Metropolis, and Seat : 
Government: and thus as he was carried Prilon- 
er, like a Criminal, through the Srv II Ye 
by the Inhabitants, this good Mr. Reue | 
by the Market-Croſs, haranguing a Croud about 
him; and, in order, as I ſuppoſe, toprepoſicis the 
Minds of the People in his own Favour, had: 9 
far changed his Note in reference to muy d 
B. as to ſalute him, when paſſing by, with a Lg 
and AUDIBLE Voice, actually in theſe very Words; 
Is this the, worthy Gentleman, the Manic 
Honour and Honeſty?—Fine Gentlemen in- 
* deed ! T'll teach him what it is for Rogues to 
come here, cheating honeſt Folks out of their 
Money — Aye, marry, will I!”  , How grating 
ſuch a confounded Piece of Arrogance, and vile 
Ingratitude, muſt be to the Spirits of this Gen- 
tleman fo fituated and circumſtanc'd, I leave 
any one to judge: Yet there was no Remedy but 
Patience; and ſo he paſſed on, an expoſed Priſon- 
er, 


WW 
er, to CMH . When there, having ſtopped at 
the Conſtable of the Caſtle's Houſe, he Tat to 
4 Gentleman of his Acquaintance, who came di- 
rectly, and, being greatly ſurpriz'dat Sight of the 
Priſoner, offered himſelf Bail at once for the ſaid 
Priſoner's due Appearance to that Action; but, 
to their great Aſtoniſhment, it was refuſed, as be- 
ing. contrary to Law, which requires abſolute 

for the Debt, or elſe for the Decree of 
Evurt : But the Perſon who ſo tendered himſelf 
Ball, did not care ta put à Part of his Fortune 
ito the Power of God knows who, to ſwear 
away (perhaps) at Will and Pleaſure; And here, 
iy Lord, lies both a Difficulty, and a dangerous 
vint ; for a Perſon may often find Bail for Ap- 
peatance, when he could not for abſolute Debts, 
r Decrees of Court; beſides, tis a tempting and 
racticable Path for Fraud and Impoſition upon 
any his Majeſty's Subjects ( except themſelves, who 
cannot” be arreſted at all), or elſe ſubmit to falſe 
Impriſonment, to which B. was on the point of 
being committed: Whereupon he argued, that 
the Law of England was grounded upon Reaſon, 
| and that ſuch Refuſal of good Bail was diametri- 
. Gally oppoſite to both; that, inſtead of his being 
indebted” to Kewley, Kewley, at that Inſtant, was 
indebted to him, for Money lent him in his Ne- 
ceflity out of B.'s own Pocket; and therefore to 
refuſe Bail trebly ſufficient, for B. s Appearance to 
that Action the firſt Coart-Day, and not to de- 
part the Court without Licence, was neither Law, 
deaſon, or Juſtice, but a barefaced downright 
ppreſſion; and which, I preſume, will be agree- 
able alſo to your Lordſhip's unerring Judgment; 
wo becauſe 
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becauſe the Defendant would be the fame Priſons 
er next Court-Day, as then; or, in Default, the 
Plantiff would have better Security to anſwer the 
Charge againſt. him: But this, my Lord, amount- 
ed to no more, than a Parcel of nonſenſical Chat- 
ter; and accordingly B. had the great Mortificay 
tion to be hurried directly into the Body of A 

ail. 

, At next Sitting of the Court, my Lord, both 
Plantiff and Defendant appeared: The former by 
his Attorney labour'd to make evident, that N. 
was liable to the whole Note; and, as a Prog, 
urged, that a Part of it had been already paid by 
him, as appeared by the Endorſement : But as R. 
had not ſign'd the Note, this Quibble could not 
avail. He then by Witneſs endeavoured to prove; 
that B. had promiſed to pay the faid Note ; but 
here alſo the Plaintiff, to his viſible 
was grieyouſl diſapointed, i it being only atteſted; 
that B. was heard to ſay, he would pay ſuch a 
Part of it, which Promiſe they ſaw he had — 
formed by the Endorſement, The Plantiff's At- 
torney then attempted to inſinuate ſome other 
inconſiſtent Falſhoods; but the Defendant ex- 
plained the Whole to full Satisfaction; and the 
Court, perceiving the Iniquity of the Arreſt, in 
Juſtice diſmiſſed the Action; and it would have 
been laudably performed to have given the ſaid 
Offender — gg entle Rebuke for his intend 
ed Villainy, who then lately had been tried for 
buying ſtolen Goods, and of Which with De 3 
ty, and great Expence, he got clear. 


The next Day, my Lord, B. attended che! pro- 
per Office, and requeſted an Action n . 
5 ; 19. 
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key, for his Coſts, Damages, falſe Impriſonment, 


Hurt of Credit, Sc. (which laſt may quickly ruin 


4 Perſon in a ſtrange Place; with Money little, 
and Credit leſs, where the Natives are apt to 
conceive, invent, and credit every Ill of Stran- 
gers newly come amongſt them): But was an- 

ered. by the Controller, that no ſuch Action 


could be granted. B. then obſerved, That 318 


was no eſtated Man: To which the other replied, 


That the Letter of their Law was, that no land- 
ed Man or Native could be arreſted, unleſs he 


had previouſly taken out a Paſs, or that ſome 
Overt AF in 8 to quit the Iſle was 
e upon him: Upon which B. with ſome 

armth expreſſed his great Aſtoniſhment, how 
ſuch partial Authority could exiſt, or be autho- 
riz'd and juſtified, in the King's Dominions; that 
he himſelf had the Honour of being one of his 
Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace during Life, by 
Charter from under the preſent King's own Hand, 
a Captain's Commiſſion likewiſe; and that if he 
tamely ſuffer'd himſelf to be fo intolerably ill 


uſed in his Majeſty's Dominions, without getting 


or ſeeking Satisfaction, that he ought to be ſtrip- 
ped of both. To which the Controller civilly re- 
ply'd, He was ſorry for the ill Uſage; but, could 
do nothing contrary to Law. And thus was this 
injured Gentleman, in a ſlaviſn Silence, forced to 
ſubmit, having no Expedient left to redreſs his 
Wrongs, or alleviate his Grief, fave only that of 


pocketing quietly his Abuſe. 


And now, in regard to Kewley's being indebted 
to B. at the very time when B. was fo righte- 
ouſly impriſon d by him, the better to illuſtrate 
1% | that 


\ 
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that Point, my Lord, and to ſet forth Kewley pro- 
tected y La in his truer Colours, I beg leave 
juſt to obſerve, that the ſaid Caſh was lent him, 
before the other friendly Payment was made, in 
which laſt Payment B. propoſed to reckon his 
own Money formerly lent. But Kewley begg d ears 
neſtly not to ſtop it then, being very much ſtreight- 
ened ; that he knew B. would ſoon have Employ, 
ment for him, and that he would work it out 
with Thanks; to which B. without. Heſitation 
very obligingly conſented, and inſtantly paid him 
the other Money, without any the - leaſt Deduc- 
tion: But, my Lord, notwithſtanding this addition- 
al Act of Kindneſs, when B. was ſettling his Af- 
fairs in order to quit the Iſland, he called on Kew- 
ley, knowing the Work done could not exceed half 
the Money lent or thereabout ; but Kewley took 
care (as being the laſt) to ſwell up his Bill, to ſome 
Pence more than ſaid Loan, and not only com- 
pelled B. to allow his exorbitant Account, but 
endeavoured before the Deemſter to make him 
pay it in ready Money, and not be accountable for 
the Caſh formerly lent him in Neceſſity, pretend- 
ing it was paid him in part of the ſaid Caſh Note; 
But if that was true, it would have been added to 
the Endorſement thereon. And thus B. my Lord, 
inſtead of a Refund of his whole Money with ei⸗ 
ther Intereſt or Thanks, was forced to content 
himſelf with about half, or, what is equal to. it, 
the paying near double for his Work, and which 
he did not diſpute, unwilling to loſe. Time, and 


being intimidated with Threats of a ſecond Action 

of Arreſt, the Conſequence of which muſt be, 

immediate Payment with Coſts, or Ne be 
: ; nt 


4 
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ſent to Confinement, as fufficient Bail for due Ap- 
pearance'is not in Law: Beſide, the Event of 
ſuch a Conteſt would be to run into more Vexa- 
tion and Expence, without any othet Redrefs af- 
terward, but to be laughed at, and bid Defiance: 
Vet, notwithſtanding all this barbarous Uſage, B; 


5 ruſt reſt contented with both his Loſs, and his 


oppreſſive Impriſonment, when at the fame time 
the Offender is ſcreen'd from it, who — very ſen- 
ſible of their Protection, and the grea culty 
of calling them to a proper — n+ ; will evi- 
dently appear from his own Expreſſions upon an- 
other Occaſion. 

Such inſulting and Sandalen Language when 
in Cuſtody, as 4Requital for Favours conferr'd, and 
a courteous nt; ſuch a manifeſt Return 
of bitter Evils, as a Reward for the greateſt Good 
poſſible and peculiar to it; ſuch an amazing Pro- 
tection of perfidious Impoſers in Britrh Domi- 
nions, when injured Innocence lay openly expoſed, 
and incapable of Redreſs; muſt be an extreme 
Mortification to any Man, more eſpecially to a 
Gentleman (and that in the Ille of Mon particu- 
larly) who has paid Thouſands of Pounds Sterling 
into the publick Revenue, who never practiſed, or 
was ever known, to defraud his Majeſty a Shilling; 


the which all the Nedenne Officers of his Time and 


Place, from Collectors down to Supernumeraries, 
would teſti for him, to the n of their Knew- 


ledge, and Belief. 
Here I muſt beg Indulgence for a little Di- 
likewiſe paid Thou- 


8 jon, in ſaying, That 
more in Premiums to the London and Roy- 


al Exchange Inſurance — and other — 
2 
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der-weriters, tho! he never made. any. prafitable 
Voyages at their Expence, by Conſignation of tote 
ten Ships to French, Spamards, Rogks or Sands; 
and, what (perhaps) is more remarkable, in Ei 
teen — inſured in of ay Lo he never. DN 
to them for Reparation of any 
once ſingly excepted, and that WT, ly for Lopes :Lopmalts 
and Rigging loſt in a Hurricane at & e 
many valuable Ships and Cargges were there a 
thereabout totally deſtroyed. 
Strange and wonderful are the Viciſſitudes * 
— and, to leave all other Misfortunes unrecouni | 
cd, what Anxiety of Mind, and n og RE 
buraings, muſt it not create in this 
-become a Prey to ſuch Vultures, ſo ok 5 0 
ta. por Will of protected rapacious 
d without Cauſe and of Redreks Lleae 
your Lordſhip and the World to Hs more 
—— when gon. are informed 


1 = 2 | 
loy n, it was objected, that the Cham- 
-berlain- was out of Caſh, occaſioned.. by. Rug 
Buildings, Charities, — and as. it ually e 
large Sum (the toping Freemen 7 7 attendĩ 
by tunning down good Wang a5 long 38 
it could take that Courſe), it was ches e moaned 
to paſs the Day over.unpotic'd, 4 Oy 4 y® 
; ſpent in Pro and Gon, The QueHappu 
A OT al 20310 7 Orr 
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ir Nes B. always 
attached to his preſent Majeſty, and the Proteſtant 
ucceſſion in his illuſtrious Family, would not 
omit doing Honour to that auſpicious Day; and 
therefore ſent a general Invitation to all the Offi- 
ters of then Ponſonby's, now Dejean's Regiment, 
together with the Officers of fix other Companies, 
all barrack'd in that City; and did at his own. 
Houſe, and at his own private Expence, regale 
them with a ſplendid Pridirtainenent, while the 
Band of City Muſick delighted the Ear; both 
Com panies of Grenadiers were ordered before the 
Door; and, when the Repaſt was ended, a com- 
plete Round of all the loyal Toaſts were diſtinct- 
y and ſucceſſively drank, not omitting the glori- 
Bus Memory of our Deliverer, nor the illuſtrious 
Prince Prince and Princeſs of Orange; each Toaſt be- 
ing honouted with a Volley from the Veterans 
1 ſucceeded by loud and 'echo'd Acclama- 
tions from a re Crowd of By-ſtandars; a 
Plenty of ſtrong Beer and Wine was ordered for 
the Grenadiers, to drink his Majeſty's Health 
"likewiſe: Nig ht approaching, a large and lafting 
Bonfire was Waden is Windows, being numerous, 
-flluminated with three hundred Candles ; which, 
from its * afforded diſtant and various a- 
"grecable Pro ſpects; and the Solemnity concluded 
Ih Demo! ations of Joy, ſuitable to the glori- 
dds Occaſion: General Richbel, and as many of 
those Officers as are now in being, know well 
e Veracity of each Particular. 
The Loyaliſt, who ſo diſtinguiſhed bimſelf in 
Honour of the happy Day, was, on a Succeſſion 


of heavy Loſſes, by Failures and bad Markets 
abroad, 


firm andvaceloatly 
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abroad, forced to retire; and, leaving areal Eſtate 
worth above three hundred Pounds per Aunum, 
in the Hands of his Creditors, retreated, as al 
ready obſeryed, to the Iſle of Man: And here I 
2 not let ſlip one Paſſage more with that im- 
rtant Iſlander Kewley,  B. finding that, no legal 
Rer tion for his Colts and could, be 
rd to have an Interview with him, in 
hopes he would diſcover ſome Degree of Re- 
morſe for what he had perpetrate and make 
ſome civil Conceſſion or ; for it, ſuch 
Perſuaſion by wicked Adviſers, &c. and, having 
put his Deägn in Execution, found Kewley ſtand- 
ing with ſeveral of his Intimates. Upon which 
B. with a proper Deference, as well as Cadence, 
emily accoſted him in theſe very Words; 
* Kewley, was it not a Sin and a Shame 4 you - 
to hurt my Credit and Reputation, by expoling 
1 « and, impriſoning of me in the manner yon 
« have done; and that, i in Return for doing you 
2 a ſingular Piece of good Service, the bel 
you could not have done for yourſelf, and which 
2 you had no Oblig ation upon me t? Here H. 
was interrupted, and ſell ſo far ſhort of that very 
trifling Satisfaction, as to ju . — by this. Mal- 
je 155 gbt with an end Air AG 
Sell-fafliciency and Inſolence, bona FIN in th 
. expreſs Words: Leave off your Noiſe and Chat- 
ter; or elſe if you do not, I will, put you. in 
% Jail again; before To-morrow Morning, if I 
<< pleaſe, and you ſhall. not touch me. This 
Speech , was inſtantly attended by. a. rapturous 
Laughs. and nimble Shake. of Shoulders, 
.countenanced alſo with Smiles of Aer by 


. 
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the reſt ; and truly, no Wonder. To which, 4a 
the ſame gentle Tone of Voice as at firſt, B. thus 
reply d: Upon my Word, Mr. Kewley, you 
*_ have good Reaſon for ſaying ſo; becauſe you 
4, m—_— done the very Thicg, and that in- 
upon a Foundation a thouſand times worſe, 


Chaſtifement. Had that attempted, and that 
B. himſelf did come off with his own Bones broke, 
be alſo (ſor fuch an Aſſault) would have the addi- 
\ tional Comfort of paying a ſmart Fine to the Lord 
of the Ile ( perhaps unſuitable to his Cireumftance), 
or elſe be recommitted to his former Confinement; 
and therefore, as at all Events no Honour could 
be gained, but the quite reverſe, Prudence 
| | Fu on to him- rg. hp good Expedient re- 
| | Training in his Power; this was, to ſneak off 
{the Jef Jeſt of theſe Grandees), as I have ſeen a little 
Cur, with his Fur juſt raiſed, and his Tail 
hupg'd © in cloſe behind, waver! his Head, -and 
caſting a ſurly Eye from fide to de,-but dare not 
Jook about, or even ſnarl but faintly within bis 
Teeth. O Tempora] O More! 
My Lord, how grievous and affecting Sh 
theſe 1 Injuries may be to the Parties diſtreſſed and 
abuſed; yet nevertheleſs I cannot be inſenſible of 
Its dein a Subject tedious and dry to all uncon- 
cerned ; the Well-difpoſed, Humane, and 
Good, erer and always excepted.” Fam likewiſe 
very ſenſible, that Pamphlets in are but 
little : Yet I- humbly hope, ſueh will not 
be the ate of this; not that I think otherwiſe 
Hom any the leaſt Merit comprehended 1 — 
ve 


Wy 
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fave only that of conveying Truths in a . 
implicity, for the publick Good, as the 
den! within * towards the Re- 
ing Grievances as Partiality, 

preſſion, ſo fundamentally unWar-- 
rantable in Britiſh Dominions, of courſe: 
the Attention of ſuperior Powers; and which, i in 
common Hu , have . particu. 
larly in regard to thoſe who are moſt, and ſhould 
in Conſcience be leaſt; liable to it; namely, ſuch 
of his Majeſty's other Subjects as already are, and 
hereafter will be, overwhelmed with ill Fortune” 
otherwiſe; more eſpecially the Fair Sex, who 
thus are ( Manks Wives only excepted}; 
to ſuch unheard-of Severities as were never before: 
practiſed in the Chriſtian World, and yet more 
particularly thoſe amongſt them, whoſe ill For- 
tune it either is, or may be, to be united to extra 
vagant Men, whoſe — and deſtructive 
Expence in Liquors, brings ſo many Calamities in 
a Family as are but too well known to need the 
leaſt Repetition. Theſe, I ſay, are Sufferances 

ievouſly bitter, and heart-breaking enough; to 
all ſuch diſtreſſed Wives throughout the "beſt of 
their Days, without ending ſuch their ill Fortune: 
innocently and miſerably in a Jail, as this poor 
Gentlewoman is now like to do, without 
Relief; and that, I will venture to ſay, by 4 


wicked Impriſonment, as it is for Debts ſhe 5 
ther contracted, nor has Power to pay. 

It is not to be doubted, my Lord, but theſe | 
Gentlemen will object; That hin and their Laws; 
are groſly miſrepreſented — To which I anſwers 
in a —— oy 
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their own Evidence with them. Firſt, it will be 
urged in their Defence, that B,'s Complaints of un- 
redreſſed Injuries are ill grounded, becauſe he might 
have had Actions of Proceſs againſt the Offenders; 
——— This laſt Particular is confeſſed to be true; 
and accordingly he did take out ſuch an Action 
againſt Kewley; but, when he apply'd to his Attor- 
ney for Advice how to proceed, was informed, 
that Orders muſt be had to ſummon an Inqueſt 
into the Defendant's Goods and Chattels, as the 
firſt Step to be taken; but he, at the ſame time, 
in Friendſhip advertis'd B. that as there was no 
Law for Recovery of ſuch Damages, he would 
only have the Pleaſure of Horſe-hire, journeying, 
fecing Attorneys, and probably four Months At- 
tendance at Court, thus throwing away good Mo- 
ney after bad; and therefore his ſaid Attorney, 
againſt his own Intereſt, very honeſtly adviſed 
him to drop the Cauſe, in which the other readily 
acquieſced, exceedingly rejoiced at his great: good 
Luck in being no farther advanced in Expence, 
than one Horſe- hire, one Journey, and the Coſt 
of ſaid FORMIDABLE Action or Proceſs. Now, 

whether ſuch an advantageous Privilege to all the 
reſt of his Majeſty's Br:tiſh Subjects, is an Equi- 
valent to the Protection of Natives of that Iſle 
from any Arreſt at all, is humbly offered up to 
your Lordſhip's Conſideration. © | 

The other Particular, which will be complain- 
ed of, is what I have laſt repeated; viz. That 
ManksMen are not liable to an Arreſt : The which 
I confeſs to be otherwiſe; and how far I am 
culpable for that unjuſt Accuſation, ſo palpabiy 
 felſe and injuricus, 1 likewiſe humbly ſubmit — 
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the ſame righteous Tribunal: For tho' it is the 
Conſtitutional Law of the Land, that no Manks” 
Man or Woman, upon any Account whatſoever, 
can be impriſoned for Debt ; yet your Lordſhip 
will remember, that in one particular Caſe the 
Perſon of a Native is ſubject to ſome Reſtraint 3 
and what Streſs is to be laid upon that condition: a 
reſtraining Power, is now the Point under Conſi- 
deration,——Subſequent to his having taken out 4 
Paſs, or after he had made an Attempt to quit the 
Iſland, but no ſooner, can the ſacred Perſon of a 
Manks Man be moleſted : A noble Salvo in- 
deed, and as fine a Time to look after bim !-—And, 
firſt, in regard to a Paſs; the moſt natural Conſe. l 
quence deducible from this Proviſo, is, that we 
muſt ſuppoſe them 1 in this one TART 1h to 7 
Saints; r let an Iſlander 1 
the Treaſure he poflibly could 
others, and that to the utmoſt Extent of h C Cie: 
dit, with Intent to tran 1 7 himſelf, and live : 


the Spoils; yet we muſt depend upon it, and re 
fared he would by .no 3 Mie without 4 
Paſs. And, as to the Im wes þ of a clandeſtinę 
a Elopement, it app : That Iſland 
is inviron'd by theſe his. Ma oſty's thiee Ki 
doms, ſituate A View of all, NW Boats in 5 
dance at each End and Side of it; ſo that, of 
thirty-two Points on the Compaſs, let the Wind 
be in which Point it will, a Boat may run off at 
any Hour or Moment towards ſome Land or o 
ther; and that in a ſtrait Line, without the 
leaſt Variation in her Courſe : And, for want of 


Wind, Oars have often proved ſufficient. | But 
here, too, we mult likewile rely upon it, that 'p 
ua! 2 Man 
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Manks Man whoſoever (tho! with the Views 
aforeſaid, &c.) would undertake ſuch a Voyage, 
without firſt iſſuing out a Proclamation of fuch 
His Defign ; or, rather, make a feint Attempt to 
depart, in order to 78 his Creditors the Benefit 
of Fe Law againſt himſelf; elſe, Where lies the 
Force of that conditional Power over him? For 
without ſuch an apiſh or abſurd Diſcovery an 
Action of . 45 to be lawfully executed u 
him, would be equally as uncertain, as the * 
tion of a Swallow in Flight with a ſingle Ball. 
And this, my Lord, is the o nly Foundation up- 
on which the Perſon of a reyer'd Manks Man is 
liable to Detention only, but not to Impriſonment 
for Debt at any rate; when, at the ſame time, 
the beſt Subject in Britain (the Lord of the Iſle 
excepted) may be arreſted there by any Fellow 
under any Pretence ; arid truly, forfooth ! no Bail 
for his Appearance can be taken, as being con- 
trary to Law: It therefore muſt be befere Trial 
{right or wrong) an abſolute Bond, or a Mittimus. 
And ſhould they object, as already hinted, that 
as Manks Men are intitled to the full Benefit of 
all the general Laws of England, when here; fo 
likewiſe are Engliſb Men intitled to the Be- 
nefit of their Laws, when there; How then, in 
that caſe, will oy be able to anſwer the Impri- 
Toament of an Engliſh Wife, tho' for Money 
ſpent by her Husband before ever ſhe ſet Foot in 
e Iſland, and tho' ſhe has not a Peny to pay 
it : When, at the ſame time, an Ifland Wife, tho 
the had ſpent all the Money herſelf, and was the 
whole Cauſe of her Husband's quitting the Iſle, 
is ſo far from being liable to Confinement, that 
even 
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even ſuch a Wife can protect half her aid 
band's Effects from any Attachment whatloeyer, 
and reſerve them as her own Property, If, then, 
ſuch an extreme wide Difference being made be 
tween a Manxs Wife and an Eng/ih Wie, by 
introducing ſuch Practices of Court without Law, 
or elſe by making Laws to govern thoſe who 

ave them Power to govern themſelves, ſavouts 

not a little of Uſurpation ; why then I mi 

own my Notions of Government to be uncou 

rude, and ill-grounded, _ 4 

But there remains ſomething yet, my Lord, 
more ſurpriſing than all the reſt, Their own Re- 
cords will prove, that Jobn Clarke, for only affert- 
ing, That Engliſb-born Subjects, reſident there, 
_< were Aliens, was indicted for Treaſon, and 
forfeited Body and Goods: It muſt therefore be 
concluded, that the Engliſb are deemed Natives 
within the faid Iſle. Now, ſince it is Treaſon to 
call them Aliens, and that this Engh/b Wife is 

denied their native Privileges, how they can juſti 
ſuch Conduct on both Sides, is what I canhot 
conjecture ; unleſs they can prove the Place of her 
Nativity to be ſomewhere, which makes her 
neither an Alien, nor a Native; and I fanſy it 
will puzzle and confound their Geography, and 
beſt Underſtanding, either to make ſuch a Diſco- | 
very, or ſtrike ſuch a Medium. Now, whether the 
_ proving us to be Aliens, by depriving us of the Be- 
_nefit of their Laws and native Privileges, aggravated 
by fiſteen Months cruel Impriſonment of a guiltleſs 
Perſon, is a Treaſon of an inferior Nature to that of 
Jobn Clarke's, who forfeited Body and Goods for 
only faying We were fuch, is a Queſtion I will 
"ro, + ot 


4 
1 
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not impertinently aſk ; as, in my humble Opini- 


on, it requires no very deep Penetration into Rea- 
' ſon, Equity, or Law, to determine it moſt ju- 
diciouſly. | 
I very well know, my Lord, from the common 
' Courſe and Nature of Things; that Perſons ag- 
grieved and exaſperated are apt to conceive Parti- 
culars relative to it (one oppreſſive Impriſonment 
being equal to another) in a quite different Light 
from other Men. If therefore this injured Gen- 
tleman ſhould be too much influenced, by warm 
' Imaginations, grounded upon juſt Reſentment, ſo 
as to be urged on a Step too forward, he flatters 
himſelf it will be forgiven, -and couched under 
the old Maxim, Loſers have leave to ſpeak : 
And if by the faid delufive Influence his Judg- 
ment is not greatly biaſſed, and his Underllan 
ing equally blinded, he begs leave to repreſent 
this myſterious Point in another View; and is 
forward to imagine, That the two different Caſes 
of the former Legiſlative Body and John Clarke, 
and this of the late or preſent Rulers and their 
Priſoner, are exact Parallels to thoſe two Caſes, 
ſo current in every Mouth; that is, the Looking 
over the Hedge as one, and Stealing the Steed 
as the other. For if it was judged a Crime ſo 
exocedingly heinous in John Clarke, a chattering 
Fellow perhaps, blinking over his Liquor, for 
barely ſaying, That the Engliſh were Aliens, thus 
peeping over the Hedge; and that the Govern- 
ment, at the time being, upon that frivolous Aſ- 
ſertion only, had him indicted for Treaſon, and 
upon that Indictment found him guilty, where- 
on he was condemned to forfeit _ and 
7M cad i — 4 
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Goods; and upon which occaſion alſo the whole 


Legiſlative Body attended, proclaiming, That if 
any Perſon or Perſons ſhall offend in like man- 

ner for the future, they are deemed Traitors, 
440 ſhall likewiſe forfeit Body and Goods; if 
Enghſh born Subjects, I ſay, are thus declared | 
Natives within the ſaid Ifle, and that too, in the 
moſt ſolemn Manner poſſible, manifeſted by this 
heavy Sentence denounced againſt all ſuch — | 
Offences, together with the ſevere Condemnation 
of that John Clarke, for a Crime ſo little injurious, 
ſo trifling and filly in itſelf ; What ſhall be faid 
then of the preſent Proceedings, ſo wonderfully 
the reverſe, ſo diametrically oppoſite and i an 
-patible with the former ? 

I think, my Lord, Poſſeſſion has alway $ bus 
allowed a very great Point in the Law, bes for 
or againſt: And when this ſurprifing Infringe- 
ment upon the Britiſb Conſtitution. in Bretsfs | 
Dominions is examined into, how it will be an- 
ſwered is beyond my Comprehenſion to imagine; 
or how it can be juſtifiable in thoſe who have 
taken upon them, not only to ſay flightly, as 
Jobn Clarke did, but firmly to prove us Aliens, 
by denying us their native Privileges, and diveſt- 
ing us alſo of the Benefit and Protection of the 
general Laws of England (which extend to them) 
by a tedious and ſevere Impriſonment, directly in 
Oppoſition to all : And thus (figuratively ſpeak- 
ing) not only have looked over the Hedge (here- 
i tofore ſo bitterly puniſhed by themſelves), but 
have now——taken the Steed, and have the Crea- 
-ture this Day, at the Expiration of fifteen Months, 
a Rane in their Feliciios 3 and ror 
a eſe 


— 
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theſe Words, Legally, Arbitrarily, Equitably, or 


| TREASONABLY according to their own Laws and 


Conſtitutions, will moſt properly fill up the Blank 
left for that Purpoſe, is what I will not by any 


means take on me to paſs my Judgment upon; 


nor yet preſume to ſay, whether or not, I ought 
to have made uſe of a Hie R Expreſſion, as 


the moſt emphatical amongſt theſe penn'd down 


-S 
- 


is that which themſelves adapted to the ſeeming 
leſſer Offence. 4 
- And be this right, or be it wrong, my Lord, 
it has been tranſacted with Deliberation, and great 


Formality; becauſe this Feme Priſoner, finding 


her Verbal Pleadings of no Force, delivered them 
in at laſt, in Writing, and has made them a Re- 
cord of Court; wherein ſhe pleaded in her De- 
fence all the eſſential Points that could be thought 
of, ſuch as Magna Charta. General Acts of Par- 
liament extending to them. Savings and Reſer- 
vations in the Act of Settlement of that Iſle, 
which includes her Protection; And likewiſe her 
Coverture in general as an Engliſij Manłs, or Chri- 
ſtian Wife: Vet nevertheleſs the Court decreed 
peremptorily againſt her: All which, in the Se- 


cond Part of this unprecedented Caſe, will mi- 


nutely be ſet forth. | 
And, as there are frequent Impoſitions ground- 
ed upon various odd Circumſtances, in jobbing 


Marriages, and pretended ones, leſt it might be 
lightly conjectur d by many, that ſomething or 


other of that Nature may lie dormant. in this 
Caſe, I muſt beg leave to obſerye, that her be- 
ns a regular, indiſputable, and lawful married 
ife, is quite evident from the very N * 
| er 


| [gr] 

her faid Caſe itſelf; for, were ſhe otherwiſe, 46 
would and muſt have been a prevalent Plea in 
her Defence, as upon ſuch a Footin they could 
have no ſort of Gloſs, or even the leaſt ealt Pretence 
whatſoever, to impriſon her for any Man's Debs 
contracted by himſelf, and ſome of theſe Cre- 
ditors, before ever ſhe had been within two huns 
dred Miles of the ſaid Wand. And that, the 
very one particular Condition, which 3 one ſaves 
— protects all other Women from it, is the 
only Handle and very Foundation upon which 
this Woman has been ſo wonderfully: thrown 
into Jail, and where ſhe. now lies in a moſt-de+ 
lorable Condition in Danger of being ſtarved. to 
th: And tho' her laid Huſband, as far as T 
can learn, is exceedingly obliging, and as indul - 
gently fond of her as it is poſſible for any Man 

to be, yet he has ſuch an unaccountable Propen+ 
ſity to Murk, Company, and Drink, and is ſo 
enerous when his Spirits are exhilarated, as to 
. contracted ſeveral other Debts; and for 
which an Outlawry was commenced againſt him, 
about the Time of her Commitment: Thus, be- 
ing Tenant for Life only, and therefore unable to 
raiſe M on the Ede, he is rendered incap- 
able at preſent to redeem his diſtreſſed Wife out 
of Oppreſſion. And, as far as I apprehend, her 
Detention there is an ineffectual Method to ſave 
Money out of the Eſtate, either to releaſe. her, 
or the Title-Deeds, now in the Creditors Poſſeſ- 
Hon, as their Security; which Deeds, the Gover- 


nor declared the firſt Day in open Court, were, 


in his on, a ſufficient Pledge for their De- 
mands, i the Whole leſs than one Half- 
year's 


{ 1} -:3 
| FI: 5 b of the ſaid Eſtate, in Value about 
* _ dred Pounds per Annum ; but his Ho- 
hanged his Opinion afterwards, or was fi- 
when —4 ce on that Head, tho” from whas 
Cauſe I know not. 
The aforeſaid fundamental Pleadings 3 in * 
ing, drawn up in the ſtrongeſt Terms poſſible, 
recorded and over- ruled, incline me to imagine 
they think themſelves quite unaccountable to 
any Superiors; or elſe they depend upon the 
Inability of thoſe under their Care, to cauſe an 
(almoſt impoſſible) Inquiry to be made into their 
Conduct. If they have no ſuperior Power, I 
confeſs; that what I have written is little to the 
Point I intended to illuſtrate, for which I moſt 
humbly: beg their Pardons. But, if they have 
a ſu Power, my Lord, and that it appears 
_ have broken throu oh, and contem 
y violated, the very. Copditions upon which 
they enjoy the many and great Privileges they 
confeſſedly hold from under the Crown; I, for 
my own part, know no reaſon, why they might 
not be called upon to expoſtulate a little on that 
Subject; and, in caſe they have exceeded their 
Limits, and oppreſſiwely deprived any of his Ma- 
jelty's other Subjects ot their antient and con- 
firm'd Privileges, to account perſonally for it, 
and make Reparation to thoſe whom they, or 
their ill grounded Laws, have ſo injured; or 
Elſe I may venture to ſay (I hope without Of- 
fence), that my old Hedge Proverb remains ye 


in full Force and Virtue.in — Speech. 
Nor would ſuch a Summons, my Lord, beany | 


thing new, as may be found on your own Re- 
| . | 


L. 33. 
cards, dated. Auguſt 1663, intitled, The J, 
ts Of: of the he of Man: Upon which 5 
Hin & was then, y.an Order of Council. called 
His 's Iſle of Man; and the Lord Chief 
Jyſfice of land, Chief Baron of the on . 
and the other King's Counſel then 
gave for Law, That General Acts of Park 
0. ment do extend to the Iſle of Man, as well 
to any other of his Ma s Plantation and 
„ Potninions, and ought to be taken notice * 
« by. the Judges there, tho' they are never 
« pfeaded. This being ſo adjudged, my Lord, 
I humbly apprehend the Queſtion. is, W 
the Magna Carta of England (in which I. pn 
ſume this Feme Priſoner's Protection is :1 
is to be ſtyled a private Act, or not? And ich 
I muſt leave to be conſidered by thoſe whothave 
n and Fower to determin eee 


er 0400 8. 

We be it from me to defire thi leaſt ! tion 
75 the Rights or. A of Th . 67 
ſons whomſoe ver: No map] ed, 
of (that very Point is Nhat I am labouring to pro- 
mote. But this I ny, that all Communities, 
Bodies politic pay res diag throughout his Ma- 
jeſty's Dominions, without Exception, ho are 
inveſted with Powers and Privi by ace 
or Letters Patent granted by the Srown, 0 ! 
content themſelves with the trat 1 4» 
of ſuch Favours canferr'd and 
out preſuming to extend-their A 
ut proper Boundaries. 

It is likewiſe my Averſion to nmol 8 
pen = Re or to 


» 
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Bentlemen or others A ter. F. onl 
tb 4 Part of thetr Laws, and the Practice of Em 
—— heteof, particularly in the tuo foregoing 
If the Cauſe of theſe Complaints at 
ee —— Ar I eannot heip being greatiy 
hen I reflect dn the Repreſentations my 
— 5. has given me of the Officers of 
that Court; —.— not only expreſſes an Eſteem, more 
Fe 10 for ES ol as 2 Thor genres 
t he always to him in the t of a 
ber. ſcaftble. diſcreet Gentleman; except i in theſe 
Pecrees mint the preſent Priſoner, and his further 
Condud'” relative to ren Confinement : But how far 
he is pinn'd down by the Duty of his Office, to act 
his Reaſon, and his Conſcience, i is beſt known 

£0 himſelf... 

+; And; as to. the: Natives in general, to condemn in 
the Lump, would be an evident Mark of II- will and 
Injuſtice; both which this Gentleman utterly abhors 
and diſclai ms, affirming, that it would be doing Vi- 
olence to his Principles not to acknowledge upon 
this occaſion his egard for many am them; 
and who not on withes for, but waits, a favourable 


Opportunity to teſtify his _— Sentiments - for 
ar Civilities ſewn. him by lovetal worthy 
Bentlemen, Natives of the kaid ne. 


Jem not at all unaware of its being remark'd, by 
foe few, that the Subjects of B. s Complaints are 
Matters of too little Importance to lay ſo great a Streſs 
1 n, or (perhaps will ſay) make ſo much Clamour 
wt: To which J anſwer, that I am very inclinable 

50 join them in that Opinion, provided always there 
d be no future Inſtances of the like Nature. But 
ſhould theſe Grievances be now diſregarded, and 
Mens abſolute Will continue the Rule of their Con- 
duct (if I may be permitted a few ſhort, but neceſſary 
Nepetitions), I would aſk them, Whether all Strangers 


will 
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Fifi not ternal liable to be fraudulently PERS 
that Gentleman was? Will they | not be cp jr 
ed to Arreſts and Imptiſpument, upon any — 
* or unjuſt, when at the ſame — Bail fer 
Appearance is declared uſeleſs by Law? I chete any 
Limitation. of Sums? May it not as — for Fiftiet 
or Hundreds of Pounds? May not wicked. Men com⸗ 
bine, and plan out deſtructive Schemes Dy — falſe — 
counts, Forgeries, Perjuries, tc. If they facceed 
and good; they dread not an Ap dalle te 
Reaſons already mentioned: If they 58 not ſucteed 


8 


ho * is Top unleſs they ban: each other) f * 


ſumming le, as Kewley did, That Nor 
«© body a an hits And, as to the Für Sen 
in — 3 2 Manks Wife, cho. ſhe cus vp che 
whole Debts herſelf, can ſcreen half her Huſbandis an-: 
tice Fortune, as her on Property; and dreads ng 
Confinement, tho' ſhe is able to pay or give Security, 
Bur an ZExgl:jb Wife, tho" ſhe contracted no a;Peny, 
nor has a 'Peny on Earth to command, muſt peyers | 
theleſs 1. in Jail at their abſolute Will, and Plea- 
ſure. If theſe are Partialities, and impendin 
too trifling to be taken notict᷑ of, and that che Unfor | 
tunate, among all other his Majeſty" 
expoſed to ſuch 
the World, is a Matter of no C 
moſt ignorant of what is: But this I 
(eſpecially thoſe in Trade) can ar upon. thaw to 
ſay aſſuredly, That it will never be their, Turm ta 
fall, and 10 become liable to theſe and various 4: 
ther ſevere Impoſitions. 
And leſt the Natives of that Ine, by the e 
— ſhould think themſelves 3 
I will eaſe them of that Burden, by ſaying, That 
in their neighbouring Nations the Law; made ſuch 4 
Diſtinction between two different Sets of Men and 
Women, as now exiſts among Them, we ſhould have 
or: Courts every Day filled with litigious, wicked, and 
ſraudulent 


* * 


1 | 
fraudulent, Suits; nor am I, in my Conceit, without 
ſufficient Authority. for that Aſſertion, becauſe our 
Daily, Papers ſupply. us with conſtant Accounts of 
Mens depriving, and attempting to deprive, others of 
their Properties, not only at the inſtant Hazard of 
their Lives on the Spot, but the Danger alſo of a 
Swing at Tybarn, tho? it may be ſeven Years after- 
ward. If therefore Manks Men may undertake, and 
ſometimes do theſe Things ſecurely, in Form of Law, 
without incurring any Penalty or Danger whatſoever, 
but make their Diverſion, of it afterward ; and yet, 
under ſuch alluring Advantages, not one of them ever 
attempt to make the Experiment; why, then, I muſt 
pronounce them honeſter than the Twelve Apoſtles, | 
As the ſureſt Method of Truth conſiſts 
in telling the Tale plainly at Length, I have therefore 
taken that Step ; and the further Uſe I make of hav- 
ing been ſo very particular in the Caſe of B. in refe- 
remce to himſelf, his Behaviour in that Iſle, and the 
ill Treatment he there received, is, to remark, That 
they very well knew, who and what he was ; his Con- 
duct there ; by whom noticed; and that he, had alſa 
ſome Friends elſewhere. And if, regardleſs 
of theſe material and other weighty Circumſtances, ſuch 
ſrnudulent Attempts were made upon him, as I have 
clearly evinced; and add to this, that the baſe Founda+ 
tion Upon which they formed their Attacks, was upon 
fingular' Ads of good-natured Services done them- 
ſelves; will therefore any one take upon him to ſay, 
that Men of ſuch Principles will ſcruple to take unfair 
Advantages of any Man, as often as they can plan them 
dat ; more eſpecially for the future, ſince now they 
find themſelves ſcreened by Law, and not liable to Ac 
tions of Damage? What then will become of thoſe 
hereafter, who may be far ſhort of all thoſe Circum- 
ſtances in B.'s Favour, who may not be ſufficiently 
capable of ſpeaking for themſelves, or happy enough 
to retain fuch Lawyers as have the Ear of the _— P 
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The Conclafion I draw from it is this? That if che 
of his Majeſty's faithful Juſtices of the Peace, knowtito 
de ſuch, and who conducted himſelf ſo inoffenſively; 
and friendly, &c. Ec, has been oppreſſively deprived 
of his Liberty by a Law, in my Imagination not con- 
ſonant to Equity, to Reaſon, or even common Senſe; 

„ in that unjuſt and wicked Cauſe commenced 

againſt him, as aforeſaid ; and that alſo another of 

his Majeſty's moſt immediate Subjects is now depriv- 

ed of Liberty, by a prepoſterous Impriſonment, #7 

& Armis, unguilty, and without Law; and not only 

To, but in direct Oppoſition to all the known Laws 

of Chriſtendom, divine and human, relative to ſuch' a 
Caſe ; and that formal or public Complaints of theſe 
Oppreſſions are thus made to the ſupreme Authority 
ſhould it nevertheleſs be paſſed over in Silence with 
Impunity, it will leave a Door open to future Ages, 
by which the Diſtreſſed of theſe Three Kingdoms (who 
may be compelF'd to that Retreat as their beſt Expe- 
dient) will be liable, open, nyc way to Oppreſſion; 
without Relief; not only in the ſame Form as now, 
but, encouraged from hence, they will probably lay a 
heavier Yoke upon them, as being independent of, and 
unaccountable to any Superior; and will naturally 
cbnſtrue ſuch a Taciturnity on this extraordinary Oe- 
caſion, as a full Permiſſion to act in every Shape agree 
able. to their own Will armed with ic Power. 

I have been informed, my Lord, by thoſe who took 
upon them to ſay, that they themſelves were Eyg and 
Ear Witneſſes to his Majeſty of Portugal (one of the 
quieteſt Princes, I think, in Europe) hearing-perſonal 
Complaints weekly from his Subjects; and I have 
been taught to believe, and always apprehended, that 
it is an original inherent Right appertaining to the 
Subjects of theſe Realms, to addreſs their Prince upon 
any material Grievance, eſpecially when they are de- 
prived the Benefit and Protection of the general Laws 
of the Land, and of which his Majeſty, I humbly con- 
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eeive, is ſupreme Conſervator. Upon theſe Conll- 
derations, my Lord, it was (after repeated Applica- 
tion to inferior Powers had proved of none Effect) 
That an humble Petition has been delivered into his 
Majeſty's own Hand, at the Inſtance and in Behalf of 
this diſtreſſed Gentlewoman, innocently impriſoned, 
inched, and terrified with the Horrors of extreme 
ant in a ſtrange Country: And upon the 
fame Foundation it is, that I have taken the Liberty 
of laying open theſe ſeveral Grievances before your 
Lordſhip, now in the King's Abſence.; and that alſo 
upon a double Conſideration, as you are at this Time 


dot only one of his Majeſty's Repreſentatives in the 


Regal Government, but alſo Guardian of our Laws 
and Liberties, in virtue of your prior high Poſt of 
Honour, and important Truſt : And thus Power and 
On united, become equally center'd in your 

rdſhip, rendering you in every- Degree able and 
mighty to redreſs the Injuries complained of, and to 
remand the ill grounded Cauſe to its proper and ſolid 
Foundation. . 

The Motives aforeſaid, my Lord, which embolden- 
ed me to this Addreſs, joined to your Lordſhip's con- 
ſpicuous and celebrated Goodneſs, will, I am perſuad- 


ed, induce you to pardon whatever may ſcem too for- 


ward in, My Lok p, | 

Aſbip's devoted, moſt bumble, 
and moſt obedient Servant, 

Lover of Liberty and Juſtice. 


— — — — — — — — 
==" Speedily will be Publiſhed, 
HE Second Part of this oppreſſed Gentlewoman's Caſe, in- 
_ cluding an atteſted Copy of the Law, or rather the bare 
—_— only, of a Part of the Legiſlature without Law, 
which ſhe has been ſo impriſoned : Together with ſundry Re- 
marks thereon, proving, that they have acted unconformable even 
to this Opinion: Alſo, an authentic Copy of her Pleadings, there 
recorded and oyer-ruled; with a Detail of the Proſecution of theſe 
Suits againſt ber, &c.—N. B. The Parties concerned are requeſted 
to ſuſpend criticizing on the Firſt Part, till the Second appears, 
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